10.  “THE CONQUEST”
Section IV:
THE PLAN ENACTED
Biblical Basis:
Numbers 13 – Joshua 24
Objective:
That each class member can identify six historical factors that took place 
when Israel possessed the Promised land.
INTRODUCTION

It was zero hour!  The time had come for the people of Israel to possess the Promised Land.  This was the second time they stood in this position.  Forty years before they had rebelled against the Lord because of fear and distrust.  This time there was a new strategy.  Instead of coming up from the south, they proceeded to advance from the east across the banks of the Jordan River.
The book of Joshua tells a bloody tale of battle, violence, and seemingly wholesale slaughter in which God assisted with His mighty acts.  The smoke of burning towns and the stench of death hangs on its pages.  These facts raise questions about God, the Israelite people, and the validity of their possessing the land.  But the story must be seen in the context of God’s justice and holiness. 

As we study this lesson we will not only study the Biblical narrative, but also deal with some of these key concerns.  The theme of the book of Joshua is this:  “In order for God’s people to possess their possessions, it requires obedience, conflict and conquest.”

I.  THE PREPARATION FOR CONQUEST 
Numbers 13 – 14 and Joshua 1 – 4 

A.
A disciplined people stood ready to respond to God’s commands.


1.
Forty years before, Moses had sent spies out into Canaan.  What kind of responses 



came from the people?  (Num 13:30,33; 14:1-3)


2.
After 40 years in the wilderness, disbelief was replaced with trust.  How did the 



response of the spies differ the second time?  (Josh 2:23-24)



3.
What do you suppose made the difference?  (Josh 5:9)


B.
A disciplined leader stood ready to issue God’s commands.



1.
In what ways had God prepared Joshua for this conquest?




a.
Exodus 17:8-13




b.
Exodus 33:11




c.
Numbers 14:6-9




d.
Numbers 27:18-23



2.
What was to be the basis of authority for Joshua’s leadership?  (Josh 1:8-9)



3.
What are the criteria for church leadership?  (I Tim 3:1-13)


C.
A dedicated people recommit themselves to God’s covenant.



1.
In what special way did the people recommit themselves to God and His covenant?




(Josh 5:2-3)



2.
From a human point of view, how could this command jeopardize the people?  



(Gen 34:24-36)  Why was it so important for the people of God?  (Gen 17:9-14)



3.
What do you learn from Exodus 12:43-48 about the relationship between 




circumcision and Passover?  



How does that speak to the correlation between baptism and communion?

II.
THE POSSESSION BY CONQUEST
   (Joshua 5:12-24)
When God made His promise to Joshua in 1:3, He let it be known that possessing God’s promises meant trust and obedience.


A.
God’s promises must be acted upon.



1.
Israel’s strategy to conquer.




Military strategists within Israel first thought it best to proceed into Palestine by way 



of the King’s highway (Num 20:17), a key trade route through Edom and Moab.  



Why was this plan changed?  (Num 20:14-21; Deut 2:2-5)


2.
Against whom were the first major battles carried out by Israel?  




(Num 21:21-24; 31-35)



3.
Israel moved into its central campaign.  What cities were their chief objectives? 




(Josh 6:1; 7:2)




a.
Why did Israel choose to enter Palestine at this particular point?  See map.




b.
Why was Israel humiliated at first by Ai, and what lessons can we learn from it?





(Josh 7:1-5, 10-11)



4.
The southern campaign.  (Josh 9:1 – 10:43)




By this time the rumors of Israel’s power had spread throughout Canaan.  The various 


city-Kings became increasingly alarmed at Israel’s threat.




a.
Gibeon, a great military city was afraid, so they worked out a strategy to trick 




Israel into becoming her ally.  What did the Gibeonites do, and why did it work?





(Josh 9:3-8, 14-15)




b.
When the other kings found out about Gibeon how did they react?  (Josh 10:3-5)




c.
What was the final outcome of their battle with Israel?  (Josh 10:9-10)



5.
The northern campaign.  (Josh 11:1-15)




a.
No sooner had the news of the southern occupation reached the northern cities 




than the northern kings form their own coalition.  What was the outcome?  





(Josh 11:4-8)




b.
Except for some Canaanite fortifications on the western coastal plain, and some 




valleys of Jezreel and Jordan, Israel was now in control of Palestine.  But these 




western fortifications loomed as a threat to Israel’s destiny.


B.
God’s principles must be learned.



Often the question is raised:  “How can such conduct and such a notion that God 



commanded the slaughter of these people be consistent with the loving God of the New 


Testament?”



1.
God’s purpose.




God is concerned for the greatest good for His entire creation.  In order that the entire 



world might be saved, it was necessary to establish a nation through which the 



Redeemer would come.  That meant providing an environment in which God could 



reveal Himself and mold a people for Himself.  In order for that to take place the 



degrading influence of the surrounding nations had to be eliminated.



2.
God’s judgment.




a.
In Genesis 15:15-16, what reason did God give Abraham that the land would not  




be possessed at this time?




b.
What did God tell His people in Deuteronomy 9:4-5 about taking the land from 




other nations?




c.
How did God deal with the wickedness of people on other occasions?





Gen 6:5-7





Gen 18:20-21; 19:24-25





Luke 21:22-24





God’s judgment comes when the cup of iniquity is full.  God waits patiently until 




every possibility of man’s repentance is exhausted.  How is this same principle 




brought out in the book of Revelation?  (Rev 19:11-16)
III. 
THE PARTITION AFTER CONQUEST
   (Joshua 13:1 – 24:33)

A.
The dividing of the land.


1.
God promised all the land, but the people had to possess it.  What happened when the 



people became slack in pursuing their possessions?  (Josh 18:3)




How can you see this spiritual principle in the lives of Christians today?  




(Rom 6:12-14)



2.
What was the primary deterrent for the people not to possess their possessions?




(Josh 17:13)


3.
What warning did Joshua give these people concerning their neglect?




(Josh 23:12-13)




What application can we learn from that today?


B.
The cities of refuge.


1.
What was the purpose for the cities of refuge?  (Num 35:6; Josh 20:1-2)


2.
Read Hebrews 6:16-20.  What do we learn about Jesus in this context?
CONCLUSION

Notice the closing words of Joshua in 23:14.  What promises have you claimed?  In what ways do you possess your possessions?  What “inhabitants” need cleaning out in your life?
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